The followng article by Oriana Fallaci was published in
Panorama. It is followed by sone interesting comments by
W esenthal center on reactions to this article.

Oriana Fallaci on Antisem tism Today
(one of Italy's best known journalists)

(April 12, 2002)

| find it shanmeful that in Italy there should be a
procession of individuals dressed as suicide bonbers who
spew vil e abuse at Israel, hold up photographs of
| sraeli | eaders on whose foreheads they have drawn the
swasti ka, incite people to hate the Jews. And who, in
order to see Jews once again in the extermnation canps,
I n the gas chanbers, in the ovens of Dachau and
Maut hausen and Buchenwal d and Bergen-Bel sen et cetera,
woul d sell their own nother to a harem | find it
shameful that the Catholic Church should permt a bishop,
one wth lodgings in the Vatican no less, a saintly man
who was found in Jerusalemw th an arsenal of arns and
expl osives hidden in the secret conpartnents of his
sacred Mercedes, to participate in that procession and
plant hinself in front of a mcrophone to thank in the
name of God the suicide bonbers who nmassacre the Jews in
pi zzerias and supermarkets. To call them "martyrs who go
to their deaths as to a party."

| find it shanmeful that in France, the France of
Li berty-Equality-Fraternity, they burn synagogues,
terrorize Jews, profane their ceneteries. | find it



shameful that the youth of Holland and Gernmany and
Denmark flaunt the kaffiah just as Mussolini's avant
garde used to flaunt the club and the fascist badge. |
find it shameful that in nearly all the universities of
Eur ope Pal esti nian students sponsor and nurture anti -
semtism That in Sweden they asked that the Nobel Peace
Prize given to Shinon Peres in 1994 be taken back and
conferred on the dove with the olive branch in his nouth,
that is on Arafat. | find it shaneful that the

di stingui shed nenbers of the Commttee, a Commttee that
(it would appear) rewards political color rather than
merit, should take this request into consideration and
even respond to it. In hell the Nobel Prize honors he
who does not receive it.

| find it shanmeful (we're back in Italy) that state-
run television stations contribute to the resurgent
anti-Semtism crying only over Palestinian deaths while
pl ayi ng down |sraeli deaths, glossing over them in
unwi I ling tones. | find it shaneful that in their debates
they host wth nuch deference the scoundrels with turban
or kaffiah who yesterday sang hymms to the slaughter at
New York and today sing hymms to the slaughters at
Jerusalem at Haifa, at Netanya, at Tel Aviv. | find it
shameful that the press does the sane, that it is
I ndi gnant because |Israeli tanks surround the Church of
the Nativity in Bethlehem that it 1is not indignant
because inside that sane church two hundred Pal estini an
terrorists well arnmed with machi ne guns and nunitions and
expl osives (anong them are various | eaders of Hamas and
Al - Agsa) are not unwel cone guests of the nonks (who then
accept bottles of mneral water and jars of honey from
the soldiers of those tanks). | find it shaneful that, in
giving the nunber of Israelis killed since the beginning
of the Second Intifada (four hundred twelve), a noted
daily newspaper found it appropriate to underline in



capital letters that nore people are killed in their
traffic accidents. (Six hundred a year).

I find it shameful that the Roman Qobserver, the
newspaper of the Pope--a Pope who not long ago left in
the Wailing Wall a letter of apology for the Jews--
accuses of exterm nation a people who were exterm nated
inthe mllions by Christians. By Europeans. | find it
shanmeful that this newspaper denies to the survivors of
t hat people (survivors who still have nunbers tattooed
on their arnms) the right to react, to defend thenselves,
to not be exterm nated again. | find it shanmeful that in
the nane of Jesus Christ (a Jew w thout whomthey would
all be unenployed), the priests of our parishes or
Social Centers or whatever they are flirt wth the
assassins of those in Jerusal emwho cannot go to eat a
pizza or buy sone eggs w thout being blown up. | find it
shameful that they are on the side of the very ones who
| naugurated terrorism killing us on airplanes, in
airports, at the Aynpics, and who today entertain
t hensel ves by killing western journalists. By shooting
them abducting them cutting their throats,
decapitating them (There's soneone in Italy who, since
t he appearance of Anger and Pride, would like to do the
sane to ne. Citing verses of the Koran he exhorts his
“"brothers" in the nosques and the Islamc Community to

chastise ne in the nanme of Allah. To kill nme. O rather
to die with ne. Since Hess soneone who speaks English
well, I'lIl respond to himin English: "Fuck you.")

| find it shameful that alnost all of the left, the
left that twenty years ago permtted one of its union
processionals to deposit a coffin (as a mafi oso warni ng)
in front of the synagogue of Rone, forgets the
contribution made by the Jews to the fight against
fascism Made by Carlo and Nello Rossini, for exanple,



by Leone G nzburg, by Unberto Terracini, by Leo Valiani,
by Emlio Sereni, by wonen like ny friend Anna Maria
Enri ques Agnol etti who was shot at Florence on June 12,
1944, Dby seventy-five of the three-hundred-thirty-five
people killed at the Fosse Ardeatine, by the infinite
others killed under torture or in conbat or before
firing squads. (The conpani ons, the teachers, of ny

i nfancy and ny youth.) | find it shanmeful that in part
through the fault of the left--or rather, primrily
through the fault of the left (think of the left that

| naugurates its congresses applauding the representative
of the PLO |eader in Italy of the Pal estinians who want
the destruction of Israel)--Jews in Italian cities are
once again afraid. And in French cities and Dutch cities
and Danish cities and German cities, it is the sane. |
find it shaneful that Jews trenble at the passage of the
scoundrels dressed |ike suicide bonbers just as they
trenbl ed during Krystallnnacht, the night in which Hitler
gave free rein to the Hunt of the Jews.

| find it shameful that in obedience to the stupid,
vile, dishonest, and for them extrenely advantageous
fashion of Political Correctness the wusual opportunists-
-or better the usual parasites--exploit the word Peace.
That in the nane of the word Peace, by now nore debauched
than the words Love and Humanity, they absol ve one side
al one of its hate and bestiality. That in the nane of a
paci fism (read conform sn) delegated to the singing
crickets and buffoons who used to lick Pol Pot's feet
they incite people who are confused or ingenuous or
intimdated. Trick them corrupt them carry them back a
hal f century to the tine of the vyellow star on the coat.
These charl atans who care about the Pal estinians as nuch
as | care about the charlatans. That is not at all.



I find it shameful that many Italians and many
Eur opeans have chosen as their standard-bearer the
gentleman (or so it is polite to say) Arafat. This
nonentity who thanks to the noney of the Saudi Royal
Fam |y plays the Miussolini ad perpetuumand in his

nmegal omani a believes he will pass into H story as the
George Washi ngton of Pal estine. This ungranmati cal
wretch who when | interviewed himwas unable even to put

together a conplete sentence, to make articul ate
conversation. So that to put it all together, wite it,
publish it, cost nme a trenendous effort and I concl uded
that conpared to hi meven Ghaddafi sounds |i ke Leonardo
da Vinci. This false warrior who al ways goes around in
uniformlike Pinochet, never putting on civilian garb,
and yet despite this has never participated in a battle.
War i s sonething he sends, has always sent, others to do
for him That is, the poor souls who believe in him This
ponpous i nconpetent who playing the part of Head of State
caused the failure of the Canp David negoti ati ons,
Cinton's nediation. No-no-I-want-Jerusalemall-to-
nyself. This eternal liar who has a flash of sincerity
only when (in private) he denies Israel's right to exist,
and who as | say in ny book contradicts hinself every

five mnutes. He always plays the double-cross, lies
even if you ask himwhat tinme it is, so that you can
never trust him Never! Wth himyou will always w nd up

systematically betrayed. This eternal terrorist who knows
only howto be a terrorist (while keeping hinself safe)
and who during the Seventies, that is when |I interviewed
him even trained the terrorists of Baader-Meinhof. Wth
them children ten years of age. Poor children. (Now he
trains themto becone suicide bonbers. A hundred baby
sui ci de bonbers are in the works: a hundred!). This

weat hercock who keeps his wfe at Paris, served and
revered |i ke a queen, and keeps his people down in the
shit. He takes themout of the shit only to send themto



die, to kill and to die, like the eighteen year old girls
who in order to earn equality with nmen have to strap on
expl osives and disintegrate wth their victinms. And yet
many ltalians |love him yes. Just |like they |[|oved
Mussol i ni. And many ot her Europeans do the sane. | find
it shameful and see in all this the rise of a new
fascism a new nazism A fascism a nazism that nuch
nore grimand revolting because it is conducted and
nouri shed by those who hypocritically pose as do-
gooders, progressives, communi sts, pacifists, Catholics
or rather Christians, and who have the gall to | abel a
war nonger anyone |like nme who screans the truth. | see
it, yes, and | say the followi ng. | have never been
tender with the tragic and Shakespearean figure Sharon.
("1 know you've conme to add another scalp to your

neckl ace," he nmurnured al nost with sadness when | went
to interview himin 1982.) | have often had di sagreenents
with the Israelis, ugly ones, and in the past | have

def ended the Pal estinians a great deal. Maybe nore than
they deserved. But | stand with Israel, | stand with the
Jews. | stand just as | stood as a young girl during the
time when | fought with them and when the Anna Mari as
were shot. | defend their right to exist, to defend

t hensel ves, to not let thenselves be extermnated a
second tine. And disgusted by the anti-Semtismof many
Italians, of many Europeans, | am ashaned of this shane
that dishonors ny Country and Europe. At best, it is not
a comunity of States, but a pit of Pontius Pilates. And
even if all the inhabitants of this planet were to think
otherwi se, | would continue to think so.
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Here is what Wesenthal Center had to say about the
Fal |l aci article.
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Polemic in Italy after anti-Semitismarticle by top
journalist. ROVE, April 12 (AFP) - An article denouncing
anti-Semtismby one of Italy's best known journalists,
Oriana Fallaci, caused a polemc on Friday after she
pointed the finger at the Roman Catholic church and the

political |eft over the current Mdeast crisis. A
specialist in the Mddle East, Fallaci, 71, uses the
world "I find shanmeful"” at the head of a long list of

reasons she gives to attack inaction on anti-Semtism by
the church and left-wing political |eaders. Anong her
targets are "the presence of people disguised as

Kam kazi's during a pro-Palestinian protest in Rone,"
anti-Semtic attacks in France, and noves to have the
Nobel Peace Prize taken back fromlIsraeli Foreign

M ni ster Shinon Peres. She attacked the church saying,

"I find it shameful that the Catholic Church can allow a
bi shop housed at the Vatican ... to take part in a
protest in Rone during which he used a negaphone to
thank in the nane of God the Kam kazes who have
massacred Jews," she wote. The incident refers to

Bi shop Hilarion Capucci, 77, a Syrian in charge of

hel ping G eek-Catholics in Europe, who took part in a
pro-Pal estinian protest. Fallaci's article was published
in the formof a panphlet by the weekly Panorama
magazi ne, owned by Italian Prime Mnister Silvio

Berl usconi. Reaction was |ed by the Pal estini an
Authority's representative in Rone, Nenmer Hanmmad, and

| eaders of the left-wing opposition. "It is a shane that
Panorama has published an article like this one by Oiana
Fall aci," said Hanmad. "This type of propaganda does
not hi ng but create hate and adds to the danger of a
clash between religions."” Leader of the Italian G een
Party Al fonso Pecoraro Scanio said: "The words of Oiana
Fallaci do not help dial ogue and do not reduce the



danger of anti-Semtism" And the |eader of a Communi st
party in Parlianment, Franco G rodano said: "The words
are shanmeful because the feed hate between religions.”
Support for the journalist, who nowlives in the United
States cane from the head of the Jewi sh community in
Italy, Anbs Luzzato and by sone nenbers of the
governnment. "I believe she has grounds (for the article)”
said Defence Mnister Antonio Martino. In the sane
edition of the nmagazine a fornmer spokesman for
Berlusconi, Guliano Ferrara wote an article strongly
in favour of Israeli Prime Mnister Ariel Sharon. He has
put forward the idea of a "day for Israel” on April 15,
after having being the inspiration behind Berlusconi's
denmonstration in favour of the United States on
Septenber 11. Fallaci's book, " Rage and Pride" strongly
in favour of the United States, published two weeks after
the Septenber 11 attacks has topped the best seller
lists in Italy since.



